
STATEMENT REGARDING
CALFED BAY DELTA PROGRAM

The Ca[Fed Program is an unprecedented opportunitT. Never before have all of the
rcaponsib|c state and £’¢dera/ag¢i~cies juiu~d together with the aff’e~ted water user interests and
eavironmentahst~ to develop an ofl~a] plan. for mutual improvements in +.he central valley water
system that go beyond any requirements of law. We may never see this convergence of hopeful
circumstances again If it can ~uccee~d, it will restore ~o~s-tem function~ and habitat Ion8 lost to
water and land development while, at the same time, making v~a:er supp!ies more reliable and
healthy fee municipal water s.v~tc~us and irT]g~.CfS The res~oratlon opponunit’y is backed by,
potentially, over a billion dollars ;m federal and state

’ This ~s aft oppc3rnlnity thaz can_not be a.llox~ed to £aJ}, in NI-l.l’s viev, That is why -~¢ have
contributed staffthe Ca~Fed effort from its inception

The key to s~ccess is high-confidence technical analysis :o illuminate solution pathways
:ha~ bring all stakeholders out better than they ~-e toda~ Conventional and myopic v~sions
coupled to positional brinkmanship by the stakeholders ~� the sureg way to dc£cat the

We ~� worried spcx.-ifical]y about a tendency to confuse add~t:orml gur£ace water
reservoirs--the last hurrah of’an obsolete era--with inzprovements in water supply reliability
Water m&aagement innovations such as managing exist:,’~g r~se~oPs tn conjunction with
groundwat~ banking and couplin8 this with water ~ciency impro,~cmcnts through rnafk¢~
incentives provides a much superior pathway. Progress needs to be made on these better
ahcrnatives. The ¢w, osy~tmn restoration plan lacks a coherent s~quence and implementation
strategy. The currerr~ vision is too timid because it is confined to the short-term. This must be
improve. A package of’mutual assurances for benefits must be developed. This wil! require the
existing agencies m yield rome mca~’ur¢ of thole ourr©nt authority and prerogatives to a new
management structure. The basis for selection of’ a delta diversion facility option must be
unimpcacl-,abl~ tccit~firal analysis, not preconceptions. Protection of biological resources and
drinking water quality mast predominate over oth~" considerations. Constructive. engagement of
tl~e stakeholders can only help CalFed find the options that can advance all agendas
simuttaneously In nut view, the lack of such a dialoguc at thia time i,~ Likdy tv Ihnit and impair
the potential of this program.
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